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Washington, D. C.

Regls\er ot Copyrigh\.
Wa.hington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I herewith respeot~ully reque.\ the re\urn ot the ~ollo ing
named motion plo\ure tilm. deposited by me tor registration o~

oopyright in t.he name o~ Pamous rlayers Lasq Corporation

THE SIDE SHOW 0 LIFE - 8 reel.

Respeottully,

FULTON BRYLAWSKI

The Pamous rla,.erl Lasky liorporation
hereby aoknowledges the reoeipt o~ two oopies eaoh o~ the
aotion ptoture ~ilms deposited and registered in the copyright
Ottioe as tollow.:

Title

The ide ~bow or Lite

Date o~ Depo.it

8-5-2. ©ClL 20 71

Registration

The r turn ot the aboYe oopie. a r que.ted by th ai4
Co pan" b-," it. ag nt and at.t.orn , on th 5tl d 7 ot

It. 192 nd the s id l\on BrJlaws i tor bi s.lt, and •
the duly au\ oria d nt tt.orn y ot the. id Co pan"
her b1 okna 1 d e th deliyer1 to hi ot i4 oopi ,

'h r o.ip' 'h.r.o~. W,f~""'lA""....-c:~..........,



.ulded
nand

e",

WO world ircu and ciety
into a fa cinating picture of love,'I

thrill .
The

th-

20471

e OWO

rama 0 C·rc _

,
PURPOSE: To Help You

....

OU never know your 4idden power( until the Big Test
brings them out.

In "The Side Show of Life," the War reveals the he~Q,
.a famous clown of France, to be a military marvel. He be
comes a Brigadier General. Then peace-eivilian clothes
.and a new war begins, the war between his old world of the
stage and his new world of society, between the little Frencll
actress and the cultured English lady who both love him.

"The Side Show of Life" is one of those pictures that
~vp1 if it never made a cent for you, (but that's a contrary
to fact supposition), you'd be glad you had the opportunity
of presenting it to your patrons.

The story has many of the 'human qualities of that
,great eigham picture, "CivilIan Clothes", - a situation
that happily fit perfectly into a motion picture. Every bit
.of the comedy and pathos that has made millions laugh and
cry over book has been put on the screen with all the
mastery 0 erb rt Brenoh, and Mr. Brenon's work on this
picture, e t 11 you in all confidence, has been a labor of
love. 1£ you could have seen the people in the studio work
on this production - the enthusia m - the WQY they lived
right along with the story-day and night, you wouldn't be a
bit surpri ed hen we tell you that Herbert Brenon has a
rna terpiece in "The Side-Show of Life," -

Mar what we say about Erne t Torrence, he of
"Covered agon" fame. The performance he give in thi

.ctlU'e i a ay up and beyond par. It' the greate t thing
t Torr h done. If Torrence d~e n't get a ri e out
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Screen play 0 e' ~ rono~~
Novel, ''The Mountebank" ''I ~~

All That and Then Some!

o e

~"'---------""""
"The ide Show of Life".
There have been titles and title Fe S f G F' M k

but never one quite like this. me tory 0 a reat un- a er
Exploitation ideas' We could fill Wh B' Melita Ge e
a book with 'em. Here's just a 0 ecomesaIry mus-
fe;lus is the story of a circus and 'Ernest Torrence in the Most
circus ~eople. aturally the very Unusual Slengle PO~':ya1
first thing to do would be to fix '.I. U i:II

up your lobb! to ~ook like the Big E'7:er Put on the Screen
TOp--iWmething like was done on .T .

"Fair Week" and oogan's" Cir-
cus Days", This tunt hasn't SI CE 1906 people have talked about "The Be-
been done 80 often that it isn't 1 d b
new from the fan-pulling angle. ove, Yaga ound," making it the most famous
A little awdust on the floor, pen- book WIlham Locke over wrote. ow they are talk.
nan , tre~mers, e~c., would go a ing about "The Mountebank" with no Ie s enthu-
long ay ill creatmg the proper . . • .
atmosphere for the producti SIaSffi, for It IS the story of a man who IS probably the
. h -h- h f most "beloved" of all the wonderful character Locke

I not ang one- eets 0 h' l' db" h
the production all long either as lI~llnorta Ize -a ma~ orn. ill a CIrCUS tent, W 0
'd of your lobby. This would had lIved a fun-maker' hfe untIl the great war cam ,

also give th de ir d ide- how who was a private at it beginning, a Brigadier Gen-
effTht'n instead of the regular box- eral at it end, who could then ha e married into the
otBc windo , ho about a tick t ngli h ari tocracy, but cho to honour, until fate

on out on your 8 r t frontT relea d him, t!te ti that bound him to a woman

iety w·
"



Ju t urely till announcement draws the crowd from
Broadway, ain tr t and the back woods, 0 will your announce
ment of the pre ntation of "The ide how of Life" bring 'em in.

I! you think the circus is the only thing that offer practically
verything in th line of novel entertainment, you don't know the

half of it. Ther' mor in "The ide how of Life" than there i
in a magieian's h t.

H re '8 one cas in hich you compliment the hero by aying
mak a clown of himself. Torrence as a juggle~eneral-a

-time entertainer, a ar-time lead r-we repeat, Ern t Torr
ee, or nobody e for that matter, h ever done

Brief Tabloid Fa-·~

• •



Cast
Andrew Lackaday Ernest Torrence
Lady Auriol Dayne Anna Q. ilsson
Elodie Louise Lagrange
Horatio Bakkus.................. aurice Cannon
Charles Verity- tewart............. eil Hamilton
Mignon William Ricciardi
Ernestine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r . Pozzi
Sir Julius Verity-Ste art. Lawrence D'Orsay
Lady Verity-Stewart Effie hannon
Evadne ...........•................ Katherine Lee

about & ju,gling act, trapeu per- Lo k Id mak h tand rth
formance or ome other atuntt C e COU e suc a man s out as a wo y

Torrence is a clown in the pic- successor of The Beloved Vagabond, 'Doggie"
ture. Why not have a man Trevor John Baltazar-a man you 10 e. And Locke
dre d a. clo n for a street ' .
ballyhoo along th line. "1 am has done ttl
the clown in 'The ide- how of "The Side Show of Life", produced by Herb rt Brenon,
Life' at the was adapted from "The Mountebank" by Willi Goldbeck
Theatre". .or ~our usher dre ed and Julie Heme. Anna Q. ilsson is featured with
a clown 18 still another angle of . . .1==:dtF==== thi idea. !orre.nce ~n a leadmg role. These are the two who give you

-- 10 thiS picture not only one of the greatest Paramount
Theft a side-show of your own- succes es but contribute a document of human emotion hu-

sort of peep-s~ow ,ifea. 1!ang a card man sUff~ring and sacrifice for love.' ,
OfJer the opening The Side-Show of A .. I I ? W 'II I

d agon" Life." & II this need consist of is sev- n onglfi~ p ot e say so
ho ju t re~ eral su'!es from the picture. You'll And the nch c.omedy! the pathos, the tender love scenes
. be surprised all the curiosity this will -no wonder the picture IS a sure-enough Grand lam I

. h Dancer", arouse.

, Book tie-up, of cour e. Get your
Vagabond " local bookseller to make a win'
of Life" i dow display of Locke' 'The

Mountebank' and his other novels,
wrote tieing the former up with the

pre. entation of the picture, which
w adapted from this tory.

Other tie-up ideas:
H play in Beauty parlors- "Don't be ailli R' freak in 'The ide- how of Life'.

am IC- Give us a trial. "
n a:,~ Kath- Clothie "Whether you are

o in 'The ide- how of Life' or very
th much in the limelight, you'll stand

at out from the r tina .
f ong, & t.ory lUl't "or . .
t 00 po I r. Ticket agencies--"

iaa. g. all ticke for 'The Sid
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An~ Q. Nilsson
in ~Pui\mount ~wre
,'The Side Show a L~'

Production Mat lPB

You can get an e cell nt
rvi Trail r on this pro-

duction Crom tional
cr en rvi. Inc.

. t. Pa e 4.

TRAILER

Better be on hand ·when the curtain ri e on "The
ide how of Life," and reveals-?

Life behind the cene of a C1 reus, when the Big
how stops and life begin.

Four-column ew pap r Ad rn

The greatest of all storie of circu life, with the
tar of "The Covered agon" in his greatest- char-

acteri zation.

The heart-story of a circus fun-maker, appealingly
told in an elaborate, all-star production.

A brand new kind of love story. With a circus
clown in the role of lover, and society and the Big
Top as the glamourous settings.

I The ide hov of Life" ho ou a big, gripping
drama of life, with plenty of good comedy on the ide.
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'U\ • ERN EST TORRENCE
...' ANNA Q. NILSSON

-l
HERBERT BRENON

PRODUCTION

f mou

From /PiUi4m J. Locie', /""'011' 1I0~,1 "The MOII"tell"IIk" atfd tlu !'u"
II, Erntst Dell"y-Scru" 1'/4' b, WUIi, Goldbul ".tI Julie Her.t

e IRe Sand ociety magnificently linked
in a great three-ring tory of love,

laughter and luxury,
The tar of "The Covered Wagon" in the

role of William J. Locke' circus hero, Anna
/

Q. il n as the girl he 10 ed, and a big
upporting company.

Elaborately produced by the man who made
"The Spani h Dancer."

II 55· r

perl tl.

Three-column

2

Ernest Torrence
m the Paramount Picture

.The Side Show or Life·
ProductWn Mac lPA

comedy-
f
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'Find PI y8
how of Life'

r. BreDon didn't enn .e
out tbe side ~o.... and foUcnr
ing the blC .ho.... there ".. ths
usual after coneert with the tat
lady, the tall man, tbe atrollc
man and the wtld lDan frOID
Borneo. Tatlng It aU In all a

r at tim was had by aU.
Supporting the - pr1De1pal

players In "The Side Sho.... of
Lite", w1l1ch wfll be the feat-
ur at th Theatre
on n It are, &alonc
others, II HamUton, Louise
Lagrange" Katherine Lee, Mau
ric Cannon and Lawrence
D'Orsay.

Th story was adapted to' the
Bcr en from th nOT I, "The

ountebant" by William J.
Locke.

''The ·de how of
Life" Locke Tale

of a trleDd uel pic_alia
a BOOn. poalble.

He I Quietly promoted for bra~

ery and through his young adjutant
m ts a charming titled lady and
falls In love with her but r memb rs
the girl back home who is waiting
for him, depending upon him. .He
go s back. Lady Aurlot (Miss NUs-
on) tallows and sees him aa a cir

cus clown. Sh s s th girl, Elodle,
and believes she understands.

Then comes a novel twist that
makes "The Id Show ot Lif " one
ot the most interesting cr en vehl
cl s s n In many a day.

Which girl do s Lackaday marry 7
Do s h r main a clown or go back
to a IIf ot social ease, (he's a cul
tured En Ush genUeman you know) 7
Thes ar th qu sUons the pi tur
is answering daUy at the .

"The Side Show of Lite" clos s its
run on Better tak It
In betor It go ,becau It Isn't at
all Ilk ly that you'll see anoth r uch
plctur tor Quit am time to com .

Adapt d from "Th
han ", Torr nee F

THE Ide how of Lit ," a H r
bert Br non Paramount pro

duction, at th .. . . . . . . .. Th atr
all thla et, la an adaptatlon by

II1ls Gold k and JuU Herne at
th no 1. "The Mount :'bank", by
WIIU m J. Locke. Em t Torr nee
and Ann Q. U on ar t tur d.

Tb tory opens introducing US to
the clown Andre.... Lack day, known
aa P tit Patou, alul bJa dog Prlm
pin, lDaI tays of a amall, French
tra~ell'" d . TIle d.. fa

0.2)

•eVlees

(Revi w 0.1)

der It

118 DUemaD whom. f.
Into the world of the

And Ern t Torr nee plays this
part! Totrenc la great as 'BUl Jack
son' In "Th Cov r d Wagon," but
he's gr ater, l( that's humanly pos
sible.. as the clown, Petit Patou. Tor
r nc and Anna Q. Nf1sson are teat
ured In the prQduction. It Is our
caJ1dld opinion that Torrenc 's char
acterization In "Th Ide Show of
Life" Is by far the greatest single
portrayal that has ever reached the
ser n.

If you thought Miss Nllason waa
good In "Ponjola", walt until you
a this one. Nell Hamilton, who
has a prominent role in D. W. Grif
fith's "America", has the juvenile
lead. Louis Lagrange, a French
b auty, Is Torr nee's partner Ib his
juggling act. Others In the strong
supporting ca tare aurlca Cannon,
William Ricciardi, Katherine Lee,
slater ot th Qually tamous Jane;
Lawr nc D'Orsay, Em hannon and
other big nam s.

"Th Ide how of Life" Is a verl
t&bl thr ring circus of ser n n
t rtainm nt and thrills.

Touch I
icture 1..- _
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Gladl
Her rt Br non n v r turn a d f
r to a ug lion ot' rlUcl m hen

h is dlr tlng a motion plctur .
\ During th fllmlng of hi lat t

Paramount produ Uon, "Th Ide
ho of Life" , hlcb. com to

tbe •............... on .
n t, any prop rty man, I ctrlcian,
cameraman, actor or carp nter could,

nd did, slop Br non with an Idea of
bow h thou ht a sc n ould b bet
t r d with som new pi c of busl
n s.

The rea on for this Is that Brenon
I rned arly In th gam from no
1 BS a ftgur than the late Joseph
Jeffenon the value of accepting u
gestlons from thoa around him.

"I was playing in stock In Dayton
Ohio, when I was a kid", Br non ex
plained In tiling how lhls fact was
ImpreBB d on hlB mind," and one
night Jo J fferson cam lo the thea
ter to play 'Rip Van Winkle'. Of
course Jeff raon was a god to me. I
just worshlpp d him and that night I
sat enthrall d In the th ater watcb
In th p rformanc . Wh n the show

.w&B over I d rmlned to talk to Jef
ferson. Of cours I was only a young
actor playing bits In the stock com
pany and I had no rl ht on the stage.

o I watt d for him at th stage door.
Wb n b am out of th theater I
went up to him and told him tbat I

a young actor and that I had
I arned much from his p rformanee
that nigh

"J ff r1Ion said to m : 'That 18 the
right spirit, my boy. Alwa)l8 k p It,
for you wlJI 1 rn som thing v ry
day. I have n playln this part
for thirty y and only tomebt a
prop boy ay m a tip that gr atly
impro ed my work. Hav a Tee
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This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 

National Audio-Visual Conservation Center 
The Library of Congress  


